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Treasury, Ireland has been able to establish herself
very tolerably high in financial standing, and the Irish
Government's resolute campaign of retrenchment has
helped. But at present a proposal to stand alone
would be viewed with horror among Irish business men.
Arguments of this kind are ill-suited to the temper
which prevailed in Ireland three or four years ago :
they would have been looked on with some suspicion
at any time during the forty years of revolution.
When a people are fighting for national freedom,
appeal is necessarily made in the first instance to sen-
timent : arguments from material advantage fall into
the second place. But a nation called on to manage
its own affairs rapidly alters the relative importance of
these two appeals : and it seems clear that while the
other Dominions find their interests best served by
remaining within the Community of British Nations,
Ireland by her geographical position and her national
resources is even more clearly directed the same way,
: To seek separation must inevitably make the problem •
of internal unity immensely more difficult of solution :
it must also expose Ireland to the risk of finding herself
handicapped in the great market so ideally suited to
her resources. Yet, knowing Ireland, no man can be
blind to the chance that long-inherited resentments
and long-cherished and baffled pride of race may seek
to find their utmost expression, disregarding con-
sequence, unless it is possible to bind Ireland to the
larger Commonwealth by her pride.
A beginning has been made. Ireland's first inter-
vention in debates of the League of Nations came at
a time when the security of our system of government
was hardly yet assured: it found the country black,
bitter, and disillusioned. Yet even then stirrings of
pride were perceptible. And when President Cosgrave
and Ms fellow-ministers took their place at the Imperial
Conference, the words of greeting and welcome ad-
dressed to the ancient people whom they represented
by the spokesmen of these new and powerful States

